A number of cases have been reported from time to time in which heart-block has been produced by digitalis therapy, but I have been unable to discover any reference to the occurrence of the Stokes-Adams syndrome under these conditions. The following case may, for that reason, be of interest:?
The patient was a married woman, aged 37 On the fourth day (that following these attacks) the general condition was fairly good ; the pulse was 70, with occasional dropped beats but no auricular fibrillation.
On the evening of the fifth day the patient became much worse and had pulsus alternans for four hours. Unfortunately no pulse tracing was taken, but the beats felt equally spaced, and it did not appear to be " coupling." On the sixth day there were occasional dropped beats, and on the seventh auricular fibrillation reappeared. Coincidentally with the return of fibrillation the patient's condition improved, dyspnoea was less and there was a slight diminution of ascites, with some increase of urine excretion.
There was then no change till the twenty-third day, when extreme cyanosis and dyspnoea developed and the patient died. Permission was not given for a post-mortem.
